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A Letter from the HEAD OF SCHOOL

The theme Resiliency and Reflection is especially timely considering the challenges we’ve 
faced, but also because of all we’ve accomplished despite – or in some cases, because 
of – those same challenges. 

As an educator, I engage in reflection regularly. Notably, at the end of an academic 
semester, I take some time to revisit my pedagogical practices with the goal of improving 
student outcomes. This year has been no different, but there’s been a lot more to consider, 
highlighted by my January move to TCS as the Head of School. 

The first time I “met” this year’s TCS class was at the January Family Dinner via Zoom. I 
found the group’s willingness to be seen and heard refreshing compared to other classes and remote meetings I’ve been 
part of during the pandemic. In many meetings, most participants mute their microphones and their video. The openness 
of our group led to much more engagement than I had expected. As we moved through the semester, it became clear the 
TCS community was alive and well despite social distancing restrictions. There’s no doubt that the resilience TCS students 
demonstrated this past year will play a big role in helping me understand how strong communities play such an important 
role in promoting recovery from difficult situations and encouraging future success. 

As you reflect on the past year, I encourage you to share your stories of resilience with others to provide inspiration and 
successful strategies for us all as we face future challenges. Your voice is always welcome in the TCS Community. On 
behalf of the TCS Team, I hope to hear from (and see you) sometime soon. Let’s Go Tech!

Benjamin Galluzzo 
Head of The Clarkson School
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Christopher Westcott, TCS’99, ’02, MBA’04

Christopher grew up in Syracuse, New York, and graduated from The Clarkson School in 1999. 

He stayed at Clarkson and earned a BS in marketing and psychology and completed an MBA.  

     After Clarkson, Christopher worked as a management consultant before building a career 

in financial services, supporting business transformation efforts. “I help organizations 

change and transform so they can bring their vision and purpose to life,” he says. “I thrive on 

the challenge of tackling all the pieces and parts of the organization to make this happen. 

From setting a winning strategy to designing the organization and culture to get there, I aim 

to create the right conditions for success. I also keep people at the center of my work. I’m 

hyper-focused on shaping the right mindsets and behaviors and unrelenting in my belief that 

meaningful employee experiences activate and sustain change. Taking organizations along the 

transformation journey isn’t easy, I know, but it can be fun, exciting and totally worth the ride.”   

     Christopher lives in New York City with his husband, Aaron, and orange tabby cat, Benjamin.  

TCS Commencement Speaker Once a Schoolie, Always a Schoolie

Jada Flanagan TCS’18, ’21

Born and raised in the North Country, Jada dreamed of seeing the world, and she 
credits TCS for making that dream a reality. She graduated this spring with a BS in 
innovation and entrepreneurship.  
     Jada fondly looks back on her experiences and is proud of her accomplishments. 
Since her TCS year, she has had dynamic experiences at Clarkson. In addition to 
securing three amazing internships, she studied abroad for six months in Scotland. 
She also started her own freelance photography business and — even shoots for 
Clarkson part time — and her work has been published. She has found her passion 
and career path.   
     Jada accepted a job offer with Target Corporation at its headquarters 
in Minneapolis. She hopes to eventually open up her own digital content 
creation firm and move out West. “The Clarkson School has provided 
an opportunity to learn about myself and who I want to become,” 
says Jada. “I have met many amazing people along the way and will 
always appreciate my TCS experience as I head out on my own.”

Building a Resilient Community

Ernesto Sola-Thomas TCS’21, ’24
Ernesto hails from Hardwick, Vermont, and is pursuing a major in computer 

engineering. “Deciding to be part of The Clarkson School has been one of the best 

decisions I have made in my life,” says Ernesto. “This has allowed me to develop a 

lot of skills and meet people who will help me shape my future.”  

     At the end of the fall semester and during winter break, he worked remotely 

with Professor Masudul Imtiaz to design eyeglasses with a built-in stereo 

camera to provide navigation assistance for people who are blind. The glasses 

are equipped with sensors and communicate to the user how to move around 

their surroundings in a safer way, alerting them to possible obstacles. Ernesto 

published his first paper, An Ultra-Low-Power Design of Smart Wearable Stereo 

Camera, and presented the project at the IEEE SoutheastCon 2021.   

     During the spring semester, Ernesto started a team to participate in 

the Clarkson Ignite President’s Challenge. The team of eight graduate and 

undergraduate students designed a smart wheelchair that was completely 

autonomous. As a result, Ernesto and his team,  Smart Throne, received a Video 

– Best in Category award from President Tony Collins and Erin Draper, managing 

director of Clarkson Ignite.  

     Ernesto was nominated as captain of the Underwater Robotics SPEED 

hardware team at Clarkson and will be continuing his studies there in the fall. 

He applied for an internship with Iridium Satellite Communications and will be 

continuing his research activities. His brother, Juan, will be joining TCS this fall. 

From left, Erin Draper, managing director of Clarkson Ignite, 
Smart Throne members Chris Lloyd ’XX, Micheal Caracciolo 
TCS’20, ’23 (featured on page 5), Ernesto Sola-Thomas 
TCS’21, ’24, and Clarkson President Tony Collins.

Brandon Formoza  
TCS’19, ’22

A native of Baldwinsville, New York, 
Brandon is pursuing a degree in 
biomolecular science at Clarkson and 
hopes to continue his studies and 
become a physician assistant. He is 
currently gaining healthcare experience 
working as a home health/certified 

medication aide at an assisted living facility during school breaks. 
     During his TCS year, Brandon had the once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to go to Vietnam through the Doctors Without Borders 
club under advisor Professor Tom Langen. In Vietnam, he gained 
knowledge of the healthcare field from a new perspective. He 
shadowed in the neurology department for most of his time there, 
but also got to see the emergency and operating rooms. 
Beginning as a Schoolie and now as an undergraduate under the 
supervision of Assistant Professor of Biology Susan Bailey, Brandon 
is researching how spatial structures with nutrient availability 
affect bacterial growth and how antibiotics can play a role. 
     Brandon came to TCS because he wanted to challenge himself 
and get an early start on becoming a physician assistant. He 
credits TCS for these great opportunities that he feels fortunate 
to share. While the pandemic has impacted his path to his 
goals — he changed jobs and had to put lab experiments on 
hold — he has learned to adapt to change and stay positive.

Michael Sehn  
TCS’19, ’21

Michael, of Chenango Forks, 
New York, is pursuing a BS 
in chemical engineering. He 
intends to earn an MS and 
PhD in the same discipline 
and become a research and 
development specialist. 
     As part of the MOF Wriedt 
Group lab since January 2020, 
he performs research under 
the direction of Associate 
Professor Mario Wriedt and 
plans to remain a member 
after earning his master’s 

degree. Michael accepted a DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) 
Research Internships in Science and Engineering summer internship in 
Germany, where he will research “high-throughput methods for the discovery 
and synthesis optimization of redox-active metal-organic frameworks.”  
     The effects of COVID-19 have considerably changed his personal and 
collegiate life. He spent his entire junior year under COVID-19 restrictions 
and even contracted the virus. In spite of these challenges, he maintained 
his solid academic record and strengthened many of his personal 
relationships. “The COVID-19 pandemic has enabled me to actually become 
more efficient regarding academic work and focus my attention on further 
developing meaningful, valued relationships,” says Michael. It has been 
an endurance test, but one that he has passed with flying colors. 
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The founders of KLAW Industries are, from left, Clarkson University students Jack Lamuraglia  
and Tanner Wallis; and Binghamton University junior Jacob Kumpon.

Nadia Cheng TCS’21

Nadia, from Potsdam, New York, is dually enrolled in 
The Clarkson School and the Honors Program. 
     Nadia started conducting research with Professor 
Silvana Andreescu at the end of her first year of 
high school. She first began doing research on the 
projects Comparative Analysis of Cerium Oxide and 
Hydrogen Peroxide, and Glutamic Acid Sensing by 
nCe & Glucose Oxidase. Currently, she is working 
on developing 3D-printed hydrogel tablets that have 
the capabilities of removing heavy metal ions from 
wastewater. The hydrogel tablets can be used for 
heavy metal remediation in areas with high heavy 
metal concentrations due to agricultural, mining or 
industrial activities. 
     During Clarkson’s 2021 Research and Project 
Showcase this April, Nadia presented her work, 
3D-Printed Hydrogel-based Adsorbents for Heavy 
Metal Remediation, which received a Sustainability 
Prize. She also presented this work at the Northern 
New York 11th ACS Research Symposium and 
received third place for her oral presentation. 
     During the summer, Nadia will be participating in 
the NSF’s Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
program at Clemson University, conducting 
research on materials with targeted functions. 
She plans to continue her education in the fall at 
the University of Virginia, studying biochemistry. 

Micheal Caracciolo TCS’20, ’23

Micheal, from Canton, New York, is a computer 
engineering major with a focus in physics 
and math. His major has led him to be 
heavily involved in research in the Electrical 
and Computer Engineering Department. 
     After taking a few computer-focused 
courses, he took up the job of lab manager 
for Professor Masudul Imtiaz, who was his 
professor for multiple computer engineering 
courses. While working in the lab this past 
semester, he submitted two papers for 
publication that focus on the use of embedded 
systems in the medical field to improve 
the well-being of people with disabilities. 
Micheal also took a spot in the 2020-21 
President’s Challenge with the submission of 
a self-driving wheelchair for hospital use. 
     Micheal will be attending an internship 
at Alion Science & Technology over the 
summer. He also intends to publish 
more papers during his time as an 
undergraduate student at Clarkson.

Scott Aaronson TCS’97

According to Scott’s Wikipedia page, he “grew 
up in the United States, though he spent a year 
in Asia when his father, a science writer turned 
public relations executive, was posted to Hong 
Kong. … He enrolled in a school there that 
permitted him to skip ahead several years in 
math, but upon returning to the United States, 

he found his education restrictive. He enrolled in The Clarkson School, which 
enabled him to apply for colleges after completing [the] program.”  
     Scott recently received the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) 
Prize in Computing, which recognizes an early to mid-career fundamental 
innovative contribution in computing that, through its depth, impact and broad 
implications, exemplifies the greatest achievements in the discipline.  
      

As noted in his ACM bio, “Scott Aaronson is a pioneer in the field of quantum 
computing. Quantum computing centers on leveraging the laws of quantum 
physics to build computational devices that can solve classes of problems 
that are intractable on classical computers. Aaronson showed how results 
from computational complexity theory can provide new insights into the 
laws of quantum physics, and brought clarity to what quantum computers 
will and will not be able to do. Aaronson’s work established the theoretical 
foundations of ‘quantum supremacy’ experiments. Such experiments allow 
scientists to  give evidence that quantum computers provide exponential 
speedups, without having to first build a full fault-tolerant quantum computer. 
Aaronson’s work on Boson sampling, with his student Alex Arkhipov, is a 
centerpiece of such analyses. Aaronson has since explored how these 
experiments could deliver a key application of quantum computing, namely 
the generation of cryptographically random bits.” Scott also created a blog 
post where he credits Professor Christopher Lynch as one of his mentors. 

Emma Tidd TCS ’21, ’23

Emma, from Skaneateles, New York, is an 
engineering & management major who won an 
award in the 2020-21 President’s Challenge. 
     The event, which was virtual, challenged 
students to solve a human/environmental 
health problem. Emma’s team of first-year 
students worked successfully through 
COVID-19-related barriers; despite several 
mandatory quarantines, they met via Zoom 
and had in-person and hybrid meetings. 
    The team developed a solution to eliminate CO2 
emissions produced by idling semi trucks. This 
system utilizes solar power, which can be used 
in place of auxiliary equipment when trucks are 
left running. The group spent months developing 
the product, creating sketches and prototypes, 
and writing a handful of reports outlining the 
project details. They placed third overall in the 
Environmental Health and Energy category. 
      Emma also served on the TCS Student Council. 

KLAW Industries has a patent-pending process 
to create cement alternative Pantheon from 
recycled glass.

Jack Lamuraglia TCS’18, ’21 and Tanner Wallis TCS’18, ’21

Jack, an electrical engineering major, and Tanner, a 
mechanical engineering major, have joined forces 
with Binghamton University student Jacob Kumpon to 
establish KLAW Industries. 
     The business focuses on recycling glass into 
a product, called Pantheon, used in concrete 
manufacturing. KLAW Industries recently won 
grand prizes from two national competitions: In 
April, the team won a $40,000 first-place prize at 
Texas Christian University’s Values and Ventures 
Competition, as well as another $10,000 first-
place prize at the University of Georgia’s Next Top 
Entrepreneur Competition. “We are thankful to the 
people at Clarkson for helping us prepare for these 
wins,” says Jack, who serves as CEO. “We are opening 

our pilot plant this summer to produce Pantheon at 
scale, and this prize money will allow us to do that 
even faster for our partners in concrete and recycling.”
     “These young men continue to make our 
Clarkson community so proud,” says Ashley 
Sweeney, associate director of The Shipley Center 
for Innovation. “Their passion, drive and dedication, 
coupled with their ingenuity, are just a few of their 
keys to success. Winning external competitions such 
as TCU’s and UGA’s provides further validation that 
their approach will work and that the world needs 
their business.”  
     The Clarkson School is proud of their 
accomplishments.

Alumni Serving the Greater Good 

KLAW Industries 
submitted their product 
called Pantheon™ for 
the contests, which can 
be used to replace 30% 
of cement in concrete. 
This makes the concrete 
11% stronger, more 
chemically resistant and 
very sustainable. Using 
five tons of Pantheon™ in 
concrete has the same 
CO2 savings as taking a 
car off the road for a year.
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Frank Coon TCS’83 is still chasing 
awesome challenges across the country. 
His daughter got married this year and his 
son graduated high school a semester early 
amid the COVID pandemic. Frank wishes 
everyone a healthy, prosperous 2021.

Mark Jacobs TCS’86 has been running 
the Longview School (longviewschool.
org) since cofounding it in 2001. During 
the pandemic, the school was able to buy a 
building and move into its permanent home. 
This democratic school continues to provide 
student-centered personalized education. 

Robert Kraus TCS’87 
attended the U.S. Air 
Force Academy and 
served for more than 
28 years as an airlift 
pilot and experimental 
test pilot. He earned 
a master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering 
from Georgia Tech and 
a PhD in aerospace 
engineering from 
Virginia Tech. He also 

served as the chief scientist at the Air Force 
Academy, led the Air Force’s basic science grant 
program and finished his military career in Paris, 
working for the NATO Science and Technology 
Organization before retiring as a colonel in 
2019. Robert transitioned to civilian life at Kent 
State University, working as an associate dean 
in the College of Aeronautics and Engineering 
before joining the University of North Dakota 
as the dean of the John D. Odegard School 
of Aerospace Sciences in January 2021.  

Marcy Withington TCS’90 splits her 
time between Connecticut and New 
York City, where she is the chief financial 
officer at the Guggenheim.

Allison (Kimble) Piper TCS’90, ’94, after a 
20-year career in retail electricity and natural 
gas, is now an angel investor who divides her 
time living in Houston, Texas, and Vermont.

Chad Thiemann TCS’90 joined Dallas 
Baptist University as an adjunct professor of 
cybersecurity, privacy and risk management. 
He is also a privacy director for CVS Health.

Dawn-Marie Turner 
TCS’91 is the president 
of her family’s aerospace 
manufacturing business 
in Hemmingford, Quebec, 
Canada. She is the 
mother of two “amazing” 
teenage boys and is 
engaged to a “wonderful” 
man. She says she is still a dreamer 
who tries to live her values daily.

Jake Mincemoyer TCS’94, after working for 
White & Case LLP in New York and London for 
nearly 20 years, recently joined Allen & Overy 
LLP in New York to lead their U.S. Leveraged 
Finance practice. He has also been spending 
a lot of time in the Adirondacks, which has 
brought back many fond memories of TCS.

Farrah (Grahan) Ward TCS’95, ’98, after 20-
plus years in accounting and finance, made 
the leap to technology. “I have been fortunate 
enough to work for a company on the front 
lines of COVID-19 variant surveillance.”

June Shen-Epstein TCS’95 was recently 
promoted to softgoods project manager at 
Burton Snowboards. She enjoys helping the 
product development team hone their project 
execution skills and assisting in optimizing 
the company’s project portfolio. She recently 
acquired six little chicks as part of her 
daughter’s COVID-19 research project.

Adam Mihm TCS’98, ’01 is the associate pastor 
of Cross Point Fellowship (crosspointny.com) 
and the owner of Highland Services LLC, a small 
construction company. Adam and his wife, 
Megan, have four fun kids who keep them busy. 
They moved to Stone Ridge, New York, after living 
in the South for a while and are enjoying four 
seasons and the opportunity to live around family.

Spencer Segalla TCS’98 published a new 
book, Empire and Catastrophe: Decolonization 
and Environmental Disaster in North 
Africa and Mediterranean France Since 
1954 (University of Nebraska Press).

Nathan Landon TCS’99 leads Digital Operatives 
LLC, which creates advanced software tools for 
industry and government. The company has 
seen significant growth over the past few years. 
Nathan is leaning into helping our nation think 
about the future of privacy, software, software 
security and individual liberty. He shares that 
he and his wife faced their share of challenges 
this year as they managed the schooling of 
children, as well as two professional careers 
that do not allow for much remote work. But, he 
is happy to report that they have endured! He 
misses Clarkson, university life and, weirdest 
of all, the snow. He looks forward to catching 
up with all of his TCS ’99 classmates.

Ryan Lynch TCS’99, after earning a PhD in 
ecology and evolutionary biology from the 
University of Colorado Boulder, founded and 
developed a series of companies based on DNA 
sequencing applications. His current venture, 
Boulder Hemp, breeds and produces hemp 
seeds that are cultivated across North America.

Nicole Schwartz TCS’01, ’04, MS’05, in the 
past two years, moved to Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, after taking a winding cross-country 
road trip; got married; and started a new job 
at GitLab. “It has been an adventure, and I am 
excited to get back to my normal travel schedule.” 

Amanda Geary 
TCS’10, ’13 got 
married on July 11, 

2020 (with Brianna [Beltran] Cervantes TCS’10, 
’13 in attendance). She opened her law office in 
January 2021 and had a baby boy on April 1. 

John Lindsay TCS’13, ’16 is the executive for 
corporate partnerships at the University of 
Oxford’s Saïd Business School. In addition to 
building corporate relationships for the School, 
John serves as the spokesperson for Democrats 
Abroad, the official arm of the Democratic Party 
for Americans living overseas. He has enjoyed 
continuing to engage with the TCS community, 
speaking at the family dinner this past January.

Clifford Reilly TCS’13, ’16 started 
medical school at the Larner College of 
Medicine at The University of Vermont.

Paige Hewlett TCS’14, ’17 is a secondary 
English teacher in a small district in Northern 
New York. After Clarkson, she earned an MST 
in secondary English education from SUNY 
Potsdam and is currently working on an 
advanced certificate in applied behavior analysis.

Jendayi Omowale 
TCS’15, ’19 is a 
filmmaker, photographer 
and writer based in New 
York City. She is in her 
last year at New York 
University, studying 
journalism and dramatic 
literature with a minor in 
history. She has written 
for Apartment Therapy, had her photography 
featured in Hyperallergic and recently started 
a web series in partnership with XOTV.

Meaghan Barker TCS’16, ’19 is pursuing 
a master’s in forensic psychology 
at Arizona State University.

Andrew Douglas TCS’16, ’20 is a structural 
engineer at a small engineering firm in his home 
state of Vermont. He focuses primarily on high-
end architecturally designed homes but also has 
worked on some large commercial projects.

Nick Stallman TCS’18, ’21 graduated this 
May and recently accepted a position as a 
reliability engineer with Twin Rivers Paper 
Company. He is looking forward to the future.

Alexandria Beachy TCS’19, ’23 plans to 
study abroad at Northumbria University 
in Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom, 
for the 2021-22 academic year. She 
works at the Aldi store in Potsdam.

Abigail McLaughlin TCS’20, ’23 
accepted a process engineer internship 
at Novelis for the summer of 2021.

Class Notes

Class of 2021 Photo Contest Winners

Photo by Maya Wicki ’21 Photo by Ashley Pyrda ’21

Photo by Kayla Griffin ’21 Photo by Ashley Pyrda ’21
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The Clarkson School
Growing Our Alumni Connection Scholarship Awards

Our alums are the heart and soul of The Clarkson School. We hope you have fared well during the 
past challenging year. Going into our 44th year, many of you may have children, grandchildren, family 
members or friends whose children might be considering starting college early.  For those students, we 
want to acknowledge your continued support of the program with the following scholarships:

The Clarkson School  
Alumni Referral Award

This award is given to a 
student who has been referred 
to TCS  by an alum. The 
recipient will receive $1,000 
per year over four  years at 
TCS and Clarkson University. 

Alumni Legacy Award

Students with a parent or 
grandparent who attended 
TCS or Clarkson University can 
qualify for a $1,000 scholarship. 
Only one award will be granted, 
regardless of the number 
of legacy connections.

Alumni Family Award

Students with a sibling, aunt, 
uncle or cousin who attended 
TCS or Clarkson University 
can qualify for a $500 award.

A student can only receive one award, regardless of the number of referrals.


