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Eligibility 
To be eligible, you must be a student of color or 
a first-generation college student studying at a 
two-year institution with the intent to transfer 
to a four-year institution to complete an 
undergraduate degree. You should have high 
academic achievement (3.7 GPA min.) and an 
excellent record of leadership and service. Up 
to eight students are accepted each summer.  

The Research Experience for Underrepresented Undergraduates 
(REU2) is an opportunity to participate in cutting-edge research with 
a faculty member at Clarkson University from June 30 to August 2, 
2019. The Honors Program provides on-campus 
room and board, funding for research supplies 
and a modest stipend. You will be paired with 
an upperclass mentor who will help you adapt to 
campus life and the rigors of university research. 
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WHY DO SUMMER RESEARCH?
 Prepare for Your Future — Honors  
 summer research provides an opportunity 
for students to gain valuable skills, build 
personal and professional relationships 
and prepare for their careers. 

 Perform Collaborative Research —  
 All REU2 participants are assigned to 
an ongoing project with a faculty member 
and work closely with a peer mentor from 
the Honors Program. According to a 2018 
nationwide survey conducted by Hart Research 
Associates, 81 percent of hiring managers and 
executives are more likely to hire graduates 
who have done collaborative research projects.

 Forge Lifelong Connections — The  
 2015 Gallup-Purdue Index Report found 
that students who experienced a close 
personal and professional relationship with 
a faculty member were almost 100 percent 
more likely to agree that their education was 
worth the investment. Collaborative research 
projects best build those relationships! 

WHAT KIND OF RESEARCH CAN I DO?
Students conduct research on all kinds of topics, usually 
related to their major fields of study, but sometimes in 
pursuit of a personal passion. And it does not have to be 
research in the traditional sense of the term: you can draft a 
business plan or design a smartphone app. You tell us what 
you want to do, and we’ll find you a faculty advisor!

Doing research under the REU2 
program for two summers has been 
a fundamental aspect not only of 
my academic formation, but of my 
transition to Clarkson as a transfer 
student. I already know many other 
Honors students in most of my classes, 
and I got to familiarize myself with 
the campus before starting my first 
semester. I felt fully prepared to 
continue my education at Clarkson. 

Maria Isabel Alexander Rodriguez ’21 
Environmental Engineering



Apply
You can apply by filling out the form on 
our website: clarkson.edu/honors-
program/summer-research. 

Find Out More 
For more information about research 
opportunities in the Honors Program 
and for answers to frequently asked 
questions, please check out our website: 
clarkson.edu/honors-program/ 
summer-research. 
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Recent summer projects:

• Synthesis and Design of New Rigid Zwitterionic Ligands to  
 Access a New Class of Metal-Organic Frameworks (chemistry). 
• Looking for Extended Red Emissions in LDN1780 and  
 NGC 7023 (physics). 
• Development of a Partial-Hand Prosthesis for Pediatric Amputees  
 (biomedical engineering).
• Is Macroalgae the Nutrient Management Alternative to Sustain  
 the World? (environmental engineering).
• Assistive Robot Development (computer engineering).

WHAT CAN I DO FOR FUN?

Without the pressures of ongoing classes, you can participate in 
activities such as the following: 

• Hiking at night up Azure Mountain in the Adirondack Park. 
• Playing capture the flag and ultimate Frisbee on the  
 campus greens. 
• Watching Fourth of July fireworks in the Olympic town of  
 Lake Placid, New York.
• Kayaking and canoeing on the Raquette River.
• Joining weekly community programs.
• Having potlucks and cookouts with fellow students.

This summer, ... I conducted research 
on freeze desalination ... I met some 
researchers from CUPO (Community 
of Underrepresented Student 
Opportunities) and spent some time 
playing soccer, Frisbee and capture 
the flag with other Honors students. 
This summer experience has not only 
increased my knowledge of the research 
topic, but also allowed me to build lasting 
friendships with fellow Clarkson students.

Ursan Njike ’20  
Mechanical Engineering

Join the Honors Program
Participants in the REU2 program 
are encouraged to apply to Clarkson 
University and to the Honors Program 
following their summer experience. 
The Honors Program has scholarships 
available for underrepresented students, 
including the prestigious Hearst 
Scholarship, which can cover the full 
cost of attendance. Successful applicants 
can participate in a second summer 
of research for up 10 weeks before 
matriculating at Clarkson University.


