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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  

I am the exception to the saying and title of Thomas Wolfe’s famous book, You Can’t 

Go Home Again. Many of you may know me from when I was a faculty member at 

Clarkson in the 1970s and early 80s. I then went to UMass and had a splendid and 

rewarding career. Upon retirement from UMass, Joan and I moved back to Potsdam 

(here is another exception, retiring and moving to the North Country) where we have 

roots. Still being young, I took on the job of Department Chair in September so as the 

winter sets-in I have completed 100 days.  

What have I found? In CEE we have helpful staff, good faculty, and inquisitive 

students. With faculty retirements and departures, we were fortunate to hire seven 

outstanding faculty members in the last several years. Three are in the water resources 

area, two in structures, one in geotechnical, and one in environmental and he joins us in 

January—more on him later. I inherited a good situation and our future is bright. Last 

summer we were notified that both our civil engineering and environmental engineering 

undergraduate degrees received full six-year ABET accreditation. Our department 

continues to be successful in obtaining external research funding. Research is essential 

in keeping faculty current, providing support for their scholarly work, and providing 

financial aid for graduate and undergraduate students. We are ranked as the top 

department at Clarkson with research expenditures, and have been so for many years.   

What do we need to do? Many of our laboratories need upgrading and new 

equipment. Just this fall we spent about $70,000 on this, but this hardly scratches the 

surface as I estimate we need $100,000s. To be a highly ranked graduate program, we 

http://www.clarkson.edu/cee/index.html


 
 

need to increases the number of graduate students. Funding graduate students on 

research grants is expensive, but we need to do this and look for other ways to fund 

graduate students. We do a good job teaching. Our undergraduates are satisfied, but 

there is room for improvement. Too many of our undergraduate courses have large 

class sizes (80 to over 100); we need to decrease the class size. Offering some 

required classes every semester is under evaluation. We should do it! It will reduce 

class size and give students flexibility with course selection.     

 The future is bright for CEE at Clarkson, and I am proud to be the Department 

Chair. 

 

James K Edzwald 

Professor and Chair CEE 

Phone: 315-268-3844 

E-mail: jedzwald@clarkson.edu
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FACULTY 

Stefan Grimberg served as CEE Chair for five years. He stepped down in 

September and is back full-time teaching and conducting research. One of 

his primary projects is the two stage anaerobic digester located next to 

Cheel Arena that treats Clarkson University's food waste for the past three 

years.  (See video.) 

 

Hayley Shen in May 2015 was appointed Research Professor. She has    

retired from teaching, but is very active in research. Her main interests are 

granular mechanics and sea ice dynamics.  See separate story below on 

her Artic research. 

 

Hung Tao Shen in May 2015 was appointed Research Professor in 

Hydraulic Engineering. Like Hayley, he is retired from teaching but is 

actively involved in research dealing with river ice modeling; ice processes 

in Great Lakes Connecting Channels; river dynamics; and sediment 

transport under ice conditions. 

 

Jong Kwon Choe joins us for the Spring 2016 semester. He is teaching a 

graduate course on physical-chemical treatment processes. Jong comes 

to us from Stanford University where he was post-doctoral fellow from 

2013-15. He earned his PhD in CEE in 2013 and his M.S. in CEE in 2009 

from the University of Illinois. He was awarded a B.Eng. in Civil 

Engineering from Cooper Union in 2007. His teaching and research 

interests include: water treatment technologies, water chemistry, and 

sustainability of water and wastewater treatment technologies.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjmFcoBCSvc#digester#digester
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FACULTY SABBATICALS 

 

Prof. John P. Dempsey is currently on sabbatical at Aalto University in 

Espoo, Finland. His work at Aalto is primarily in the area of sea ice 

fracture and he is being hosted by Prof. Jukka Tuhkuri. Subsequent to 

his arrival in Finland, Aalto University had invited Professor Dempsey 

to be a Finnish Distinguished (FiDiPro) professor 

(http://eng.aalto.fi/en/current/news/2015-11-10-009/). He has also been invited by the 

Isaac Newton Institute (INI), Cambridge University, U.K. to chair a workshop on “Ice 

Fracture and Cracks”, to be held at the INI December 4-8, 2017,  this workshop being 

part of an overall research program on the "Mathematics of Sea-Ice Phenomena”. 

Currently, Prof Dempsey has been invited by a Norwegian group based at the 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, to help prepare 

and conduct a program of in-situ sea ice fracture tests at Svalbard, March 7-20, 2016. 

An additional task is to prepare for a program of model ice fracture experiments in the 

40m x 40m model ice tank at Aalto University that will begin April 2016. 

 

 

 

Associate Professor Shane Rogers left recently for Tronheim, Norway and 

will be conducting research at SINTEF (the largest independent research 

organization in Scandinavia) and collaborating with faculty at the Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology (NTNU) until the summer.  

 

 

 

http://eng.aalto.fi/en/current/news/2015-11-10-009/
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FACULTY NEWS AND RECOGNITION  

 

Clarkson University Associate Professor of CEE Steven F. Wojtkiewicz 

was selected as a 2015 recipients ASCE’s Collingwood Prize for his 

research on extending the life of bridges. The paper, "Lifetime Extension of 

a Realistic Model of an In-Service Bridge through a Response Modification 

Approach", was published in the ASCE Journal of Engineering Mechanics.  

 

James K Edzwald, Professor and Chair of CEE was awarded the 2015 Dexter Brackett 

publication award for his paper “Coagulation  and mixing: history and present versus 

sustainable practice” published in the Journal of the New England Water Works 

Association. 

 

Sulapha Peethamparan, Associate Professor was awarded the Albert D. 

Merrill Award as Outstanding Faculty Member of CEE for 2014-15. The cash 

award was presented to her in December.  

 

Professor Thomas M. Holsen (Jean S. Newell Distinguished Professor in 

Engineering) is leading an Environmental Protection Agency $6.5 million 

five-year Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant awarded to continue its 

partnership with SUNY Fredonia and SUNY Oswego to conduct the Great 

Lakes Fish Monitoring and Surveillance Program. This EPA grant continues funding for 

the surveillance program to monitor Great Lakes fish for contamination from legacy 

pollutants such as PCBs, banned pesticides, mercury and from emerging chemicals of 

concern like flame retardants and personal care products. 

 

Professors Narutoshi Nakata and Weiming Wu have received a 

National Science Foundation (NSF) award to research how to 

improve structural engineering for coastal water disasters. (Read 

story here.)  

 

http://clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-06-12-1.html#researchers
http://clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-06-12-1.html#researchers
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Professor Kerop Janoyan was selected for a U.S. Department of State Partnership 

Opportunity Delegation and joined a delegation of executives, investors, entrepreneurs 

and academic partners to Armenia in October. (Read the full story here.) 

 

Professor Hayley Shen was among 23 research scientists and engineers on board the 

new R/V Sikuliaq (inuit word, meaning “young ice”) for an Office of Naval Research 

(ONR) funded field cruise this fall. The trip started on Sept. 30 from Nome Alaska and 

ended on Nov. 9 in Dutch Harbor of the Aleutian Islands. It covered more than 8 

thousand kilometers of the icy water in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas to study the 

impact of climate change in the Arctic Ocean. The study focused on the Marginal Ice 

Zone, which is where all the dynamic changes occur. The study consisted of 3 integral 

parts: the ocean, the atmosphere, and the wave-ice interaction. They collected water 

data from the surface to the deep ocean, the atmosphere data from the surface to the 

troposphere and wave conditions in different ice covers at the edge of the ice cap. The 

rapid reduction of summer sea ice in the Arctic has enabled shipping routes that 

connect Asia to Europe and the America with much shorter transit time, and resource 

explorations in the previously inaccessible regions. On the other hand, increasing open 

water and associated wind wave forcing has changed the marine habitat and caused 

significant circumpolar coastal erosion. The data collected in this field trip will answer 

questions such as: Where does the extra solar heat into the open Arctic go? How much 

stronger are the wind and heat fluxes at the ice edge? How much wave energy can be 

damped by different ice covers? For more information of this project, please visit 

http://www.apl.washington.edu/project/project.php?id=arctic_sea_state 

                         

Sikuliaq moving through a pancake ice                Dr. Shen with colleague Björn Lund and  

field a new regime of the Arctic Ocean           crew member Ethan Roth (polar bear defense) 

http://www.clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-10-01-3.html#janoyan
http://www.apl.washington.edu/project/project.php?id=arctic_sea_state
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FACULTY POSITION 

 

The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering invites applications for a tenure 

track position at the Assistant or Associate Professor rank in Transportation Engineering 

with an anticipated starting date of August 2016. A Ph.D. in Civil Engineering is 

required. A Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering is also strongly preferred. Candidates 

must have research and teaching interests in transportation infrastructure with 

applications to sustainability and resilience. Collaboration with strong programs in 

geotechnical and structural engineering is expected. If you know of a prospective 

candidate, please bring this position to their attention. They can apply online through 

http://clarkson.peopleadmin.com/postings/2668 using the posting number: Fac 

2014000463. See the CEE website for a full description of the position: 

http://www.clarkson.edu/cee/index.html 

 

  

http://clarkson.peopleadmin.com/postings/2668
http://www.clarkson.edu/cee/index.html
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ENGINEERING ADVISORY COUNCIL (EAC) 

  

The Engineering Advisory Council serves Wallace H. Coulter School of Engineering and 

the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.  Its purposes are: 1) to provide 

advice on topics of current concern; 2) to provide guidance on the strategic plan, 

recruitment of students, and academic matters; and 3) to serve as ambassadors of the 

Department and School.  Our members are listed below and following that are bios of 

our two newest members. 

 
Robin Autenrieth 
TEXAS A&M  
 
Paul Doody, PE 
ANCHOR QEA, LLC 
 
Steven T. Johnson, MDiv, PE 
AECOM 
 
Brian Mandryck 
LOCHNER ENGINEERING 
 
Nat Oppenheimer, P.E. 
SILMAN  
 
Jeffrey A. Packard, P.E. 
KLEPPER, HAHN & HYATT 
 

 
John Ripp 
GEI CONSULTANTS, INC. 
 
Donald J. Sipher, P.E. 
FROEHLING & ROBERTSON, INC.  
 
Tracy M. Stigers 
BROWN AND CALDWELL 
 
William E. Van Wagenen Jr. P.E., 
ESQ,  
CH2M HILL 
 
William A. VanDeValk, P.E. 
USDA-NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 
 

 

Robin L. Autenrieth (Clarkson M.S., 1981, PhD 1986) is the Head of 

the Zachry Department of Civil and Engineering at Texas A&M where 

she has been a faculty member since 1986.  She has served as the 

Senior Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and also as Associate Dean 

of Graduate Programs in the College of Engineering.  Robin has a 

distinguished teaching and research career. Her research on the fate and transport of a 

wide range of organic contaminants in the environment has contributed to a better 

understanding of exposures and adverse impacts on the biosphere, primarily humans. 

Her addition to the EAC will be invaluable with her vast experience in academics.      
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Steven J. Johnson (Clarkson B.S., 1977) is Senior Vice President 

at AECOM. His present responsibility is Global Civil and 

Infrastructure End Markets, and from 2011-2014 he was Director of 

Wastewater Programs. Steve has extensive design and 

management experience with drinking water and wastewater 

projects in the USA and Canada. Steve’s addition to the EAC will be 

invaluable with his vast experience in consulting engineering.   

 

STUDENT NEWS AND RECOGNITION  

Clarkson University civil engineering student Jacqui Scibior '16 of Sauquoit, N.Y., 

served as captain of the winning project team at the Construction Institute of American 

Society of Civil Engineers annual Student Days conference. (Read story here.) 

Clarkson University SPEED Teams Build Bridges at Lampson Falls. Clarkson 

University Student Projects for Engineering Experience & Design (SPEED) teams have 

joined forces to build bridges and improve their community. SPEED teams at Lampson 

Falls. Students from the Clarkson Bridges to Prosperity (B2P) chapter and the Timber 

Bridge team traveled to Lampson Falls to replace and build a total of four new timber 

bridges this fall. (Read the story here.) 

 
ALUMNI NEWS AND REUNION 
  

WSP/Parsons Brinckerhoff team working on the extension of the No. 7 line subway in 

NYC includes Clarkson alum Allen Berber.  Allen graduated in 2010 with a BS in Civil 

Engineering. (Read story here.) 

Beate Wright is the new Executive Director of the Water Research 

Foundation (WRF) office Washington, D.C. Beate graduated in 1990 

with a B.S. in Civil Engineering. Beate has extensive experience in 

http://www.clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-10-26-1.html#scibior
http://www.clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-11-20-2.html#speed
http://www.pbworld.com/insights/articles/transportation-infrastructure/new-station-brings-rail-transit-to-manhattans-hudson-yards?utm_source=insights_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=insights_email_campaign#wsp
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water quality having worked at Hazen and Sawyer and more recently as Director of 

Operations with Loudon Water in Virginia. In her position with WRF she will be involved 

with strategic direction, serve as director of Subscriber Services and Communication 

and Marketing, and manage WRF engagement with federal agencies.   

Alumni Reunion for 2016 is July 14-17. Start to make your plans. Potsdam is beautiful 

in the summer and with the nearby St. Lawrence River and Thousand Islands and the 

Adirondack Park and Mountains, it makes for a great vacation area. Let us know if you 

will be attending.  

 

Alumni, we want to hear from you. Send us a brief newsy item of what you are doing. 

Send to Norma Woods: nwoods@clarkson.edu 

 

MAJOR GIFT TO FUND DIRECTOR OF CONSTRUCTION 

ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT (CEM) 

  

Erik Backus named Howard E. Lechler Endowed Director of CEM. Clarkson 

University alumnus Howard Lechler '48, MS '53, HD '78 of Raleigh, N.C., has continued 

his generous support of Clarkson by providing a significant gift to establish the "Howard 

Lechler Director in CEM Endowment" at Clarkson University.  (Read story here.) 

 

GIVING TO CEE 

 

Our department strives to graduate excellent civil and environmental engineers.  Our 

ability to provide student scholarships and awards, teaching awards, and funds to 

recognize faculty come mainly from gifts. Visit our department web site to learn more.  

http://www.clarkson.edu/cee/support_cee.html 

 

 

mailto:nwoods@clarkson.edu
http://www.clarkson.edu/news/2015/news-release_2015-11-02-2.html#lechler
http://www.clarkson.edu/cee/support_cee.html

