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Connect — and re-connect — with Schoolies 
on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter

SATURDAY, JULY 14

All Day  Registration — Woodstock Lodge

All Day CU Reunion Activities 

9-10:30 a.m. The Clarkson School Strategic Plan Working 
  Breakfast — Cheel Campus Center,  
  Barben Rooms

3-5 p.m. The Clarkson School Class Years Kickball  
  Tournament and Other Family-Friendly Games —  
  Neugold Field (Bring a lawn chair. Rain location:  
  Walker Arena)

6-7:30 p.m. Happy Hour and The Clarkson School Family 
  Dinner  — Cheel Campus Center, Barben Rooms

THURSDAY, JULY 12

Registration at Woodstock Lodge

(No formal Clarkson School events)

FRIDAY, JULY 13

All Day  Registration — Woodstock Lodge

All Day CU Reunion Activities 

12-4 p.m. The Clarkson School Open House — Price Hall;  
  Student-Led Campus Tours

6:30-8 p.m. The Clarkson School Dessert Reception and  
  Cash Bar — Adirondack Lodge

Clarkson University 
224Price Hall
Box 5650
8 Clarkson Avenue
Potsdam, NY 13699
315-268-4425
tcs@clarkson.edu
clarkson.edu/tcs

My wife, Mary, had the first vision of The 
Clarkson School. She recognized the potential 
of this type of program for many high school 
juniors who had 
nearly completed 
all requirements 
for graduation 
early and would 
spend their senior 
year “just serving 
time.” It seemed 
like too good an 
opportunity to miss, 
so we grasped it, 
and the major job 
of making it come 
to fruition shifted to 
me. First, I visited 
as many television 
stations that welcomed me as I could to explain 
the idea of the early college program across 
Upstate New York. The response from this was 
tremendous and uniformly positive. 
 Organizing the program was relatively 
easy. At the time, Clarkson owned a series of 
houses in town that could hold a few dozen 
students and the advisors. The only course 
we had to develop to fulfill a senior high 
school requirement was social studies. If 
memory serves me right, this course was first 
team taught by a couple of Clarkson faculty, 
George Davis and Gary Kelly, I believe. My 
administrative assistant, Clark Bailey, who was 
a West Point graduate and a retired professor 
of military science in the ROTC program at 
Clarkson, handled the logistics. The next task 
was to hire a head for The Clarkson School.  

Follow us on Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Twitter!

facebook.com/
clarksonschool

twitter.com/
ClarksonSchool

Bob Plane, Cofounder of TCS 
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Mary and Bob Plane

I knew that one of these three gentlemen could 
do it, but I delayed naming one in order to give 
the School more prestige. The President of 

Clarkson University 
was initially the 
principal, so these 
three were named 
as associate 
principals. I cannot 
be sure of how 
long that lasted, 
but I believe it was 
only a few years 
at most. It then 
became clear to 
all that Gary Kelly, 
the youngest of the 
three, should take 
over as head of the 

School. He accepted the position, and the rest 
is history. It is hard to believe that was 40 years 
ago this year.
 It amazes me how successful The 
Clarkson School has been, and how much it 
still resembles our original plan. Then and now, 
it still fills a real need for bright and motivated 
students. Recruiting students over the years 
was never a problem as we continued to 
produce good students and now successful 
alumni. I am pleased that the School is a 
permanent fixture at Clarkson University and am 
hopeful as they work on the strategic plan for 
the School’s future. I am honored to have been 
its beginning. Best wishes to all the prospective 
and current students and our alumni for a 
continued bright future.

A Letter From a Cofounder of The Clarkson School

June Shen-Epstein TCS’97 
I live in Burlington, Vermont, 
with my husband and two 
kids and am now working as a 
product developer and designer 
for Darn Tough Socks. The best 
socks in the world, made right 
here in Vermont. 

Jonathan Demers TCS’01 
I was commissioned into the 
United States Air Force as 
a second lieutenant in 2004 
upon graduation from Clarkson 
University. I’ve been stationed at 
Minot, North Dakota; Hanscom, 
Massachusetts; Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates; Ft. Belvoir, 
Virginia; and Kabul, Afghanistan. 
I am currently a major, stationed 
at the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C. I am married and have a 
7-year-old daughter.

Colin McIntyre TCS’02 
After I finished at TCS in 2002, 
I stayed at Clarkson to finish 
my BS in civil engineering. 
Since graduating, I’ve worked 
all over the country for 
Bechtel and traveled all over 
the world in my free time. 
I am now the manager of 
construction innovation for our 
infrastructure business unit. 
And by coincidence, I work with 

a fellow Schoolie from another 
time, Ira Samm. Small world.

Adam Brady TCS’04 
I went on to study biology at 
the University of Delaware and 
then got my PhD at Cornell 
University. For the past four 
years, I have been working 
at the National Institutes of 
Health, studying cellular stress 
responses. I am now living in 
Rockville, Maryland, with my 
girlfriend and am slated to start 
a new position involving safety 
testing for the pharmaceutical 
and biotech industry.

Erika (Riki) Brown TCS’06 
Hard to believe that I have been 
out of Clarkson now for nine 
years! Doesn’t seem that long! 
In the last year or so, I have 
bought a house in Fairport, 
New York. I am still working 
at CooperVision, a contact 
lens manufacturer, managing 
IT projects and have recently 
earned my PMP (Project 
Management Professional) 
Certification. I make a point 
to come to Clarkson at least 
once a year to meet up with my 
roommate from Clarkson and 
old friends!

Maureen McDermott TCS’08 
I have been working as an 
emergency/inpatient care 
veterinarian at Massachusetts 
Veterinary Referral Hospital 
outside of Boston. Spending my 
free time with my animals and 
boyfriend!

Amanda Calton TCS’10 
I’m currently pending admission 
as an attorney in New York. 
I’m working with the law firm 
Conboy, McKay, Bachman & 
Kendall, LLP in Canton and 
Watertown and will, after 
admission, be practicing family 
and criminal law. I live in 
Ogdensburg with my six-month-
old mastador, who I named Taco.

Crescent Islam TCS’10 
After graduating with my 
masters from the University 
of Virginia, I took a gap year, 
embarking on a backpacking 
trip across Europe and 
following it up with a coast-to-
coast American road trip. Since 
then, I have begun working at 
Newport News Shipbuilding, 
supporting new submarine and 
carrier construction.

Vianca Mercado TCS’12 
Right after graduating from 

Clarkson in 2015, I actually went 
straight into graduate school, 
where I obtained a master’s in 
public health in May, 2017. After 
that, I found my own apartment 
in Brooklyn, New York, and I 
work in Manhattan, where I do 
case management for a nonprofit 
organization. I am building my 
experience in order to work 
within the quality assurance 
and program management 
field, where I will be utilizing 
both my degrees! After going 
to Switzerland and Italy for the 
global experience program with 
Brenda and Annette’s group, I’ve 
had severe travel fever; since 
then, I’ve been to Louisiana, 
Wisconsin, North Carolina and a 
few other states. This year, I am 
hoping to travel to Mexico. I hope 
everyone is doing well at TCS! 

Peter Clark TCS’14 
I’m currently a senior at Tufts 
University, studying mechanical 
engineering and pursuing a minor 
in engineering management. 
I also sprint on the track and 
field team here at Tufts. I have 
accepted an offer to work at 
Fidelity Investments within its 
internal consulting group. I see 
business school on the horizon, 
maybe in two or three years.

The Clarkson School 40th Anniversary Celebration
Reunion Weekend: Clarkson School Affinity Group

July 12-14, 2018

Registration for the Reunion begins on May 1, 2018. To register, visit cuonline.clarkson.edu/reunion.

TCS Alumni Updates
(cont.)

The Clarkson School  
10-year reunion1988

clarkson.edu/tcs



This year is the 40th anniversary 
of the founding of The Clarkson 
School. It is wonderful to hear from 
Robert Plane, who was President 
of Clarkson University back in 1978, 
about the inspiration and early 
implementation of the program. 
Over the years, the personnel has 
changed, and we have moved from 
a house in downtown Potsdam to 
the “new dorms” on the hill campus; 
however, we still call our live-in peer 
supervisors H.A.s (house advisors) 
instead of R.A.s (residential advisors), and, as Bob notes, the basic 
model has been remarkably consistent.  We continue to recruit a 
diverse group of roughly 50-60 talented and motivated students who 
want to start college early, and they join a similar special living and 
learning community that provides dedicated support for personal 
growth, academic achievement and professional development. 
As evidenced once again on University Recognition Day (April 15), 
current and continuing Schoolies excel in academics and are highly 
engaged in leadership and service across Clarkson’s campus. And 
we know from updates in The Bridge and on social media that those 
who transfer from Clarkson after their Schoolie year are similarly 
successful at their new institutions. The Clarkson School remains a 
jewel in the crown of Clarkson University.

Nevertheless, the landscape of higher education is changing rapidly, 
and this anniversary provides an opportunity to consider the future 
of The Clarkson School. To this end, we have recently initiated a 
strategic planning process, which began with an analysis of our 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT). Thank you 
to all of the alumni and parents who have responded to our online 
surveys. Presently, we are conducting a survey of faculty, staff and 
focus groups of current students. We invite any additional comments 
and suggestions that you might have and assure the confidentiality of 
all feedback. Building upon the data from our stakeholders, our goal 
is to present a preliminary draft of The Clarkson School Strategic 
Plan 2018 during breakfast on the Saturday morning of our 40th 
Anniversary Reunion celebration, which will be held during Alumni 
Weekend, July 12-15, 2018.

Of course, we also have some fun events planned for our 40th 
Anniversary Celebration. You can see the schedule on the back page 
of The Bridge, and you can learn more about campus-wide activities 
and registration at the Reunion website (cuonline.clarkson.edu/
reunion). You can also see a list of attendees to find out who will be 
coming from your TCS class. Come meet your old friends and the 
staff from 40 years of The Clarkson School. I look forward to seeing a 
great many of you there! 

TCS Alumni Memories  
(cont.)

Ali Boolani TCS’99
Can’t believe I’m back at Clarkson, except this time as an 
assistant professor (if you were my classmate at The Clarkson 
School, you’d be surprised they let me back)! I’ve lost my luscious 
locks of hair, and although my 
research focuses on the effects 
of cognition and cognitive 
fatigue on human movement, I’m 
secretly trying to find a reversal 
for male pattern baldness. My 
work focuses on trying to teach 
computers to recognize changes 
in postural control and sway 
and also identify changes in 
mood using facial expressions. 
Last year, I was named one of 
NNY Business magazine’s “20 
Under 40” in Northern New 
York, and I also managed to be named one of the finalists for the 
Obama Foundation Fellowship (I find out next month). So other 
than enjoying the North Country and taking up sports such as 
snowboarding and skiing, I’m managing single parenthood in the 
North Country, and my daughter is absolutely loving Potsdam 
High School. I’d love to see everyone for our reunion. Please feel 
free to message me at aboolani@clarkson.edu. I’d love to hear 
from you!

Erika (Riki) Brown TCS’06
While speaking to my now-boss in a first-round 
phone interview, he had apparently thoroughly 
read my cover letter, which touched on my 
experience as a Clarkson School student. 
Little did I know, he had held a position for St. 
Lawrence County and knew Potsdam very well. 
He shared with me what the Schoolies were also referred to 
in “his day”; he said, “We called you guys the genius squad.” 
There is little doubt in my mind that featuring my Clarkson 
School attendance aided me in acquiring the job I currently 
have and love. 
 Reminiscing about my Clarkson School days, the 
memories overwhelm me with nostalgia. During the ’05-

’06 year, we had an issue of 
someone on campus throwing 
milk at the Farisee door. It 
became a problem, to the point 
at which the door started rotting 
and needed to be replaced. 

TCS Alumni Memories

Ali Boolani TCS’99

A Letter From the Head of  
The Clarkson School

Jon Goss, Head of TCS and
Director, Honors Program

We were urged to stay vigilant to help find the culprit. In true 
Clarkson convention-defying fashion, a bunch of us got the 
great idea one night to try to capture the culprit in the act 
and on camera! We put a video camera in the window of the 
door and fed the feed to a VCR (yea, that’s right — VCR) in 
our room (we were in 104, the closest to the main door) in 

the hopes that we would be recording at the time of the next 
vandalism. We were pretty proud of ourselves and hopeful of 
a swift resolution of the issue. Early the next morning, when 
Headmaster Singh reported for work, he naturally saw the 
wires, which led him directly to our room. My roommate, Jen, 
and I got an early morning wake up with a knock at the door 
from the headmaster, who politely inquired as to what on earth 
we were doing. When we explained, he stated that he enjoyed 
our efforts, but we needed to take the camera down. The 
person milking the door was eventually found, but not because 
of our attempted recording efforts.  

Eduardo (Eddie) 
Rivera TCS’96  
Hey 96ers! Happy to report all 
is well in the land of Vegas! 
I’ve been with the same firm 
for 10 years now, and I still 
love what I do, so life is good. 
Some fun news: I’m honored 
to be attending the Class of 
2018 Commencement this 
May as the alumni speaker. It 
means so much to have this 
opportunity to share graduation 
day with them! Thank you TCS 
for inviting me. Oh, one last 
thing — I hope to see you all at 
Reunion in July! 8-)

Eduardo (Eddie) Rivera TCS’96

Oleg Dulin TCS’97 (right) with 
Brenda Kozsan ’87, MBA’90 and Gary 
Kelly, who was head of TCS while 
Oleg attended, when he returned 
to campus as the guest speaker at 
Commencement 2016 

“There is little doubt in my mind 
that featuring my Clarkson School 
attendance aided me in acquiring 
the job I currently have and love.”

 — Erika (Riki) Brown 
TCS’06

Erika (Riki)  
Brown TCS’06

Erika (Riki) Brown TCS’06 (left)
and her roommate at the time, 
Jennifer Duryea TCS’06

The Bridge32 The Clarkson School

TCS Alumni Updates

Dan Stec TCS’87 
Hilary and I continue to live in 
Queensbury, New York, with 
our seventh-grader, Peter — 
we’re all doing well. I continue 
to serve as a member of the 
New York State Assembly. I 
am the ranking member on the 
Committee on Environmental 
Conservation. 

Marcy Withington TCS’87 
I am starting a new job as 
the CFO of the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York City 
on March 26. I have very 
fond memories of my time in 
Potsdam (has it really been 31 
years??) and still keep in touch 
with my roommates. 

Michael Woellmer TCS’87 
After TCS graduation, I 
transferred to Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI), and 
I have been working in software 
since then. Currently, I am the 
VP of Systems Development 
Engineering at NBCUniversal. 
My wife (Cindy) and I have two 
sons: David is a sophomore at 
RPI and Brian is doing his first 
year at Clarkson with TCS.

Lili Barouch TCS’88 
I’m still a cardiologist at the 
Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. My 
daughter Ariel is now a math 
major at Carnegie Mellon 
University, and my son Isaac is 
following the engineering track 
at Wilde Lake High School. 
We all took a trip to Israel to 
celebrate my grandfather’s 
100th birthday in January. Steve 

and I finally decided to remodel 
our house this year, so that’s 
been keeping us busy. Aside 
from being up to our elbows in 
construction dust, life is great!

Kimberly Shoen TCS’88 
I am alive and well and working 
as a solo lawyer in southern 
New Hampshire, as I have been 
since 1997.

Talicia Raggs TCS’90 
Talicia is currently a writer/
producer on NCIS: New 
Orleans — a show she works 
with to support her travel 
addiction. After going to 
Portugal, Spain and Mexico 
while on the third season of 
The Amazing Race, she’s since 
been to France, Italy, South 
Africa, Iceland, Canada, Cuba 
and Egypt. Her focus now is on 
looking for love ... where all the 
single Schoolies at? ;-)

Lynne Stackpole-Trip TCS’90 
I’m married and living in 
Lisbon, Maine. I graduated 
from Bowdoin College in ’94 
and am working as a network 
engineering team lead at 
Martin’s Point Health Care in 
Portland, Maine. I have two 
Gypsy horses, two cats and a 
chinchilla. 

Chad Thiemann TCS’90 
Chad recently received a 
graduate certificate from 
MIT in cybersecurity and is 
currently enrolled in the Brown 
University Executive Master in 
Cybersecurity program. He is 
currently working as a privacy 

and cybersecurity director 
for CVS Health, a Fortune 7 
company that is a leader in 
both the healthcare and retail 
industries.

Dawn-Marie Turner TCS’91 
I am the human resources 
manager at our family business, 
which specializes in the 
precision machining of aircraft 
engine parts, where I’ve been 
working for the past decade. 
My sons, Christopher and 
Rowen, are now 13 and 15. We 
are excited to be moving into a 
new home on Montreal’s south 
shore with my boyfriend and his 
teenage sons this summer. 

Aleena Banerji TCS’92 
I am an Associate Professor at 
MGH Allergy and am living in 
Boston. I have two kids, ages 
7 and 10 years old, and love 
visiting Potsdam! 

Alfonso Navarro TCS’94 
After TCS, I continued through 
a Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement 
(BSEE) program at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) and 
worked in portable printing 
and marine electronics for 
15 years. In 2013, I “retired” 
from engineering and took a 
position teaching high school 
physics on the south coast 
of Massachusetts. This past 
summer, my wife, Nicole, and I 
welcomed our first child, Stella, 
into our family.

Tom Vento TCS’94 
I graduated from St. George’s 

University School of Medicine 
(Grenada), 20 years after my 
father. I completed a family 
medicine residency at the 
University of Maryland and 
have been practicing in Carroll 
County, Maryland, since 2005. 
I live with my wife, Tammy, 
and two great kids, Aedan and 
Mary-Beth. 

Britt Mitchell TCS’95 
I live in the United Arab 
Emirates and teach calculus, 
statistics and physics to 
engineering students at Abu 
Dhabi Men’s College. It has 
been a wonderful, nostalgic 
experience to teach the same 
classes I took at Clarkson and 
recall memories from long 
ago — I’m still amazed that 
calculators can solve definite 
integrals these days! I am 
active in humanitarian work 
and spent the summer of 2016 
living in Reyhanli, Turkey (on the 
Turkey-Syria border), helping 
university-age Syrian refugees 
at research universities 
and with scholarships, and 
volunteering at the Al Rahma 
Housing Center for Women and 
Children who lost their fathers. 
I serve on the advisory board of 
the small nonprofit organization 
Human Action International 
(www.haio.org), which 
sponsors the Al Rahma Housing 
Center, among other projects. 
In my spare time, I love to play 
beach volleyball and travel in 
Asia, Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East.

(l to r) TCS  
students from  
the Class of ’79  
and Gary Kelly  
at the 15-year  
reunion

1979 1993

Jon Goss

Oleg Dulin TCS’97
I found out about The Clarkson School during my junior year in high 
school. Somehow, the letter from them arrived in my mailbox at the 
right moment in time. When that letter came, I was ready!
 The Clarkson School created the foundation for my entire adult 
life. I formed lifelong friendships that I cherish to this day. Small 
class sizes and the proximity to the Adirondacks was a dream 
for me. The Clarkson School gave me an opportunity to grow and 
become an adult.
 My favorite TCS memory is, well, the entire year. I look at my 
kids now, going away to summer camp, and I can’t help but think of 
my time at The Clarkson School as like a summer camp with a little 

bit more snow. I enjoyed my 
time in the summer science 
research program, and I loved 
every bit of my entire Clarkson 
School year — even the cold 
and the snow. I would not 
change it one bit.
     After The Clarkson 
School year, I decided to 
stay at Clarkson and major 
in computer science. The 
handful of us Schoolies who 
stayed formed a lifelong bond 
that is stronger than any  
friendship I’ve had in my life. 
A few Clarkson classmates 
and I worked together for 18 
years. We have been helping 
each other in our careers 

since our time at Clarkson. I still keep in touch with my professors, 
who continue to influence me to this day.
 Currently, I am chief architect at ADP Innovation Lab in 
Roseland, New Jersey. Before my current job, I worked on Wall 
Street and for startups, and I had my own company for a while. I 
completed my master‘s at NYU, and I’ve had a successful career in 
software engineering. The Clarkson School made it all possible by 
giving me a head start.


