
 

 

The Violence Against Women Act was developed and passed as a result of extensive grassroots efforts in 

the late 1980s and early 1990s, with advocates and professionals from the battered women's 

movement, sexual assault advocates, victim services field, law enforcement agencies, prosecutors' 

offices, the courts, and the private bar urging Congress to adopt significant legislation to address 

domestic and sexual violence. Since its original passage in 1994, VAWA's focus has expanded from 

domestic violence and sexual assault to also include dating violence and stalking. It funds services to 

protect female adult and teen victims of these crimes, and supports training on these issues, to ensure 

consistent responses across the country. One of the greatest successes of VAWA is its emphasis on a 

coordinated community response to domestic violence, sex dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 

of women; courts, law enforcement, prosecutors, victim services, and the private bar currently work 

together in a coordinated effort that had not heretofore existed on the state and local levels. VAWA also 

supports the work of community-based organizations that are engaged in work to end domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking against women, particularly those groups that 

provide culturally and linguistically specific services. Additionally, VAWA provides specific support for 

work with tribes and tribal organizations to end domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 

stalking against Native American women. 

"Good Faith Effort to Comply" - Section 304 of VAWA. According to the statutory language in Section 
304 of VAWA, every post-secondary institution participating in Title IV financial aid will be required to: 

 compile statistics of incidents of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking 
that occur within Clery geography and are reported to campus security authorities 
http://www.clarkson.edu/campussafety/crime_stats/index.html  

 include within its Annual Security Report a statement of policy regarding: 
o its programs to prevent domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 

http://www.clarkson.edu/orientation/new_student_orient.html 
http://www.clarkson.edu/campussafety/pdf/Domestic_Violence.pdf  

o the procedures that will be followed once an incident of these crimes has been 
reported, including a statement of the standard of evidence that will be used during any 
institutional conduct proceeding arising from the report 
http://www.clarkson.edu/studentaffairs/regulations/ix.html  

o educational programs to promote the awareness of rape, acquaintance rape, domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, which shall include primary 
prevention and awareness programs for incoming students and new employees, as well 
as ongoing prevention and awareness programs for students and faculty, and includes: 

 a statement that the institution prohibits these offenses 
http://www.clarkson.edu/studentaffairs/regulations/ix.html#L  

 the definition of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking in 
its jurisdiction  

 Section 40002(a) defines “domestic violence” as a “felony or misdemeanor crime of violence 
committed— 
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- by a current or former spouse of the victim, 
- by a person with whom the victim shares a child in common,  
- by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse,  
- by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family 

violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies [under VAWA], or  
- by any other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s 

acts under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction.” 
 

 Section 40002(a) defines “dating violence” to mean “violence committed by a person— 

- who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the 
victim; and 

- where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration 
of the following factors: 

o the length of the relationship; 
o the type of relationship; and 
o the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.” 

 
 Section 40002(a) defines “stalking” to mean “engaging in a course of conduct directed at a 

specific person that would cause a reasonable person to— 

- fear for his or her safety or the safety of others; or 
- suffer substantial emotional distress.” 

 the definition of consent in reference to sexual activity 
http://ypdcrime.com/penal.law/article130.htm  

  safe and positive options for bystander intervention  
What is a bystander? 
A person present but not directly involved in an event, who has the capacity for moral decisions and is 
therefore responsible for rational thought and action. 
 
Why should bystanders be accountable? 
In the past, people were comfortable in a passive role, only being responsible for themselves. The 
bystander approach acknowledges the fact that we are all interdependent and can all have a positive 
impact on each other.   
 
If we keep our eyes open to potentially dangerous situations, we can step in before something bad 
happens. As people feel empowered to become “active” bystanders, it will, in turn empower others 
surrounding them.   

 https://www.clarkson.edu/safetynet/login.php 
http://www.clarkson.edu/campussafety/reporting.html  

 information on risk reduction to recognize warning signs of abusive behavior 
o possible sanctions on protective measures the institution may impose following a final 

determination of an institutional disciplinary procedure regarding rape, acquaintance 
rape, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking 
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o procedures victims should follow if a sex offense, domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking has occurred, including information in writing about 

 importance of preserving evidence 
 to whom the alleged offense should be reported 
 options regarding law enforcement and campus authorities, including notification 

of the victim’s option to notify law enforcement (on-campus and local police), be 
assisted by campus authorities in notifying law enforcement if the victim so 
chooses, the option to decline to notify such authorities, and, where applicable, 
the rights of victims and the institution’s responsibilities regarding orders of 
protection, no contact orders, restraining orders, or similar lawful orders issued 
by a criminal, civil, or tribal court 

o provide a prompt, fair, and impartial investigation and resolution 
o be conducted by officials who receive annual training on issues related to domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, and how to conduct an 
investigation and hearing process that protects the safety of victims and promotes 
accountability 

o the accuser and the accused are entitled to the same opportunity to have others present 
during an institutional disciplinary proceeding, including the opportunity to be 
accompanied to any related meeting or proceeding by an advisor of their choice 

o both the accuser and the accused shall be simultaneously informed, in writing, of: 
 the outcome of the institutional disciplinary proceeding 
 the institution’s procedures for the accused and the victim to appeal the results 
 any change in the results that occurs prior to the time the results become final 
 when the results become final 

o procedures for institutional disciplinary action in cases of alleged domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault and stalking, which shall include statements that 
proceedings shall 

o information about how the institution will protect the confidentiality of victims 
o written notification of students about existing counseling, health, mental health, victim 

advocacy, legal assistance, and other services available for victims on-campus and in the 
community 

o written notification of victims about options for, and available assistance in, changing 
academic, living, transportation, and working situations, if requested by the victim and 
such accommodations are reasonably available, regardless of whether the victim chooses 
to report the crime to campus police or local law enforcement 

o a student or employee who reports to the institution that they have been a victim of 
one of the aforementioned crimes shall be provided with a written explanation of the 
student or employee’s rights and options 
http://www.clarkson.edu/campussafety/right_to_know.html 
http://clarkson.edu/studentaffairs/regulations/vii.html 
http://clarkson.edu/studentaffairs/regulations/vi.html 
http://www.clarkson.edu/campussafety/pdf/stalking_flyer.pdf 
http://www.clarkson.edu/hr/pdf/om_pdf/om_sect3.pdf  
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