
 

 

 
Domestic/ Dating Violence & Stalking                          

How to Get Help and What To Expect When Reporting An Incident 

 

Clarkson University is committed to creating an environment that is supportive of its primary 

educational mission, free from ALL exploitation and intimidation. The University will not 

tolerate stalking, dating violence or other forms of Domestic Violence. 

 

SURVIVORS’ RIGHTS 

To have all incident and medical records kept confidential. 

To be treated without prejudice regarding race, class, lifestyle, sex, age, occupation, or religious beliefs. 

To receive private and confidential treatment and be examined for personal injury, sexually transmitted disease and pregnancy. 

To receive the same credibility as a person reporting any other crime. 

To be made aware of the options available. 

To receive emotional and psychological support and advocacy. 

To prosecute or not to prosecute. 

To have the option, at any time, to withdraw from any legal proceeding. 

To decide what services to utilize. 

To answer only those questions relevant to the crime. 

To freedom from harassment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

CAMPUS RESOURCES  
The University has a number of resources available to assist victims of Domestic/ Dating violence & Stalking. You can report and get help by 

contacting any of the following: 

 

AREA COORDINATORS/ RESIDENT ADVISORS/ RESIDENT DIRECTORS/HOUSE ADVISORS  
STUDENT HEALTH CENTER, 315-268-6633, weekdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

COUNSELING CENTER, 315-268-2327 weekdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

                  CAMPUS SAFETY & SECURITY, 315-268-6666, 24/7 

POTSDAM POLICE, 315-265-2121 

 

If you are in need of immediate assistance, please call 911 or one of these numbers: 

If you have been assaulted, call Renewal House, 315-379-9845). 

If you are experiencing dating or domestic violence, call NYS Domestic Abuse Hotlines; 1-800-942-6906 (English) 1-800-942-6907 (Spanish) 

If you are a victim or concerned bystander/ witness, call 315-268-6666 (Campus Safety & Security) or 315-265-2121 (Potsdam Village Police). 

 

WE STRONGLY ADVISE A MEDICAL EXAM AT CANTON-POTSDAM HOSPITAL.  (S.A.N.E -Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner)  You 

can always decide not to prosecute later, but if no evidence is collected it is very difficult to prosecute. 

 

If sexually assaulted; Please do not bathe, douche or wash your clothes. Bring a change of clothes with you. If a rape examination is appropriate, it 

allows for evidence collection. This examination must be done within 72 hours of the assault. The examination will include: Pelvic exam, semen 

analysis, STD testing and treatment for possible infection, which may involve an antibiotic. It is important for this examination to take place, even if 

you are unsure you wish to prosecute. Should you eventually decide criminal prosecution is appropriate for you, the examination and evidence 

collection will be essential. Should you wish evidence to be collected, the Police will be contacted to secure the evidence. You still maintain the right 

to decide whether or not you want to pursue criminal prosecution.  

 

NOTE: New York State law ensures the privacy of sexual assault victims. All Counselor contact with victims is confidential, however; all other 

employees are required by law to report the incident.  

 

COUNSELING 315-268-2327  
A Counselor can provide invaluable assistance in helping you work through the myriad, and sometimes conflicting, feelings typical for a victim. 

Even if you don’t feel like you want help in getting through the experience initially, you may contact a Counselor at any time after the fact. ALL 

contact with the Counselor is confidential. Should you wish to report the incident; the Counselor can support you through the process.  

 

CAMPUS SAFETY & SECURITY 315-268-6666  
Call Campus Safety & Security if an assault occurred, or Central Dispatch (911) or Potsdam Police (315-265-2121).  

Do Not change your clothes, bathe, or shower, brush your teeth, eat or drink. These activities could destroy evidence in the event that you decide to 

prosecute the assailant later.  

 

Campus Safety & Security can provide transportation to the emergency room without with disclosure as to why you are seeking treatment. At the 

emergency room you will receive a rape examination to collect evidence and be given the necessary medical treatment. You will also have the option 

of meeting a Renewal House Advocate and/ or SANE (Nurse) 315-379-9845) or contacting a Clarkson University counselor to serve as an advocate.  

 

If you decide not to contact the police or to forgo a rape exam, you may go to the Student Health Center to be checked, during regular business 

hours. You may have injuries of which you are unaware. You may want to discuss pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases with a medical 

professional.  

 

If the assailant is a Clarkson University student, you may wish to report the incident for action through the University’s judicial process. An Officer 

can assist you in contacting the appropriate Dean of Students staff member. You may choose to request University intervention, in conjunction with, 

a criminal investigation by the Police, or instead of it.  

 

MEDICAL EXAMINATION  
When reporting a sexual assault, you will be asked if you wish to receive medical attention. Victims are encouraged to seek medical attention as soon 

as possible. Not all injuries are obvious. A medical examination is necessary to assess possible internal injuries, sexually transmitted disease or 

pregnancy. A medical exam can be performed at any time, day or night.  

 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION  
If you wish to advocate criminal prosecution, you will be asked to accompany the investigator to the Police station to give a statement. You may 

request that a Counselor or other support person accompany you. The Police will also want to interview any other possible witness(s).  

 

At any time after the report is made to the Police, you may decide to withdraw from active participation in the criminal follow-up. If am arrest has 

not been made, you simply need to notify the investigator in charge of the case and make a sworn statement affirming your decision not to prosecute. 

If an assailant has been arrested, you must contact the District Attorney’s Office and make a sworn statement indicating your wish to decline 

prosecution.  

Domestic violence can happen to people of all ages, races, ethnicities, and religions. It occurs in both heterosexual and LGBTQ relationships. While 

it is important to remember that we all have different cultural practices, beliefs, and experiences that shape our view of what intimate relationships 

look like, everyone deserves to feel safe and respected. 

Physical abuse is any act or behavior that inflicts or is intended to inflict injury or pain. Examples of physical abuse include when a person: 



 pushes, slaps, punches, kicks, chokes, bites or shoves you 

 throws objects at you or uses a weapon against you 

 prevents you from getting medical or mental health care 

 abandons you in a dangerous place. 

Emotional, verbal, and mental abuse is any act or behavior used to diminish a person’s sense of worth or self-esteem. Emotional abuse is the most 

common type of abuse in intimate relationships. Examples of emotional abuse include when a person: 

 threatens to harm your family or possessions 

 deprives you of money, affection, sleep, or attention 

 harasses you at work 

 demeans, belittles, embarrasses, insults, or ridicules you 

 isolates you from your family, friends, personal time, or other interests 

 threatens suicide or self-harm 

 criticizes you sexually 

 brags to you about sexual experiences with previous partners 

 has affairs with others when you’ve agreed to a monogamous relationship 

 makes derogatory comments about your physical appearance 

 

Dating and Domestic Violence: Understanding the Basics 

Abuse can be done by anyone, to anyone, at any time.  The only thing that is almost always true is that the abuser is someone very close to you. It is 

hard to understand why 

someone that you love or loved, or someone who loves or loved you, would hurt you so much. For these and other reasons, abuse is often hard to 

recognize and deal with. 

Warning Signs of an Abuser 

The list that follows identifies some personal characteristics that may indicate that someone you know or are involved with has a tendency to be 

abusive. These are meant as general guidelines to help you identify a relationship that is or may become dangerous. You may be in danger of abuse 

if: 

 Your partner demonstrates ownership of you, or possessiveness, and/or often says things like “I can’t live without you,” or “you are my 

whole world.” 

 You feel like your partner tries to dictate your behavior, privileges, or responses and opinions. 

 It seems like your partner blames you for his/her problems or behavior. 

 You feel like your partner tries to isolate you: s/he doesn’t allow you to see your family or friends, needs to constantly know where you 

are, or expects you to spend all of your free time with him/her. 

 Your partner does things in public to embarrass or humiliate you. 

 Your partner criticizes your appearance, weight, clothes, etc. 

 Your partner angers easily. 

 Your partner seems to be jealous of your children, family, friends, or job. 

 You are nervous or afraid of ending the relationship because of things your partner has said. 

 Your partner is violent toward other people. 

 Your partner is violent toward pets or other animals. 

 It seems like your partner has a dual personality (e.g., charming in public, aggressive in private). 

 Your partner blames most or all past relationship problems on his/her ex-partners. 

 You feel like your partner has no regard for your physical or mental health. 

 You feel like your partner is overly attentive: s/he showers you with gifts or seems “too good to be true” early in the relationship. 

 It seems like your partner gets attached too fast — s/he professes love when you have only known each other for a short time. 

 You feel like your partner never listens to you or respects your opinion. 

 

               My partner is only violent when he or she drinks or uses drugs 

Does this sound familiar? Use of alcohol and/or other drugs may be part of a relationship with an abusive person. It may be connected to the abuse. 

To minimize risks associated with alcohol and drug use, you can take some or all of the following steps: 

 If you choose to use alcohol and/or drugs, remember that this will affect your judgment and your ability to respond to a risky situation. 

Make sure you are in a safe place and surrounded by people you trust who are aware of the abusive relationship. 

 If the abusive person is using drugs or alcohol, think of ways to make the situation as safe as possible. You might leave the location, or 

surround yourself with other people. 

 If you have children, think about ways to keep them safe. For instance, you could help them find a safer place in your home or help them 

figure out how to avoid attracting the abusive person's attention. 

 If you recognize your own behavior in this list, you may be abusive. There are resources that can help you take control of your behavior 

and end the abuse. 

 

What is stalking? 

Stalkers often are trying to intimidate, harass, and control their victims. They may do this in a number of ways. The behavior may start slowly and 

escalate. For instance, a stalker may begin by calling once or twice a day and progress to calling several times a day, following you, and waiting for 

you outside of classes or work. 

According to the National College Women Sexual Victimization Study (1997) of stalking on college campuses, the most common stalking behaviors 

cited by college students are: 

 making unwanted telephone calls (78%) 

 waiting inside or outside buildings (48%) 

 watching from afar (44%) 

 following (42%) 

 sending unwanted letters (31%) 

 sending unwanted e-mails (25%) 

 making unwanted visits (5%) 

 giving unwanted gifts (3%) 

The study also asked victims/survivors about the stalker’s relationship to them: 

 current or ex-boyfriend (42%) 

 classmate (24%) 

 acquaintance (10%) 

 friend (9%) 

 coworker (6%) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    


