
November 2, 2009 – Newsletter

Dear Fellow Honors Programmers,

Since it’s been awhile since I have done an update, let me do a quick one.

· The search for my replacement: The Search Committee has been appointed and has begun work. The members are Peter Turner, Dean of Arts & Sciences, Susan Powers, Associate Dean of Engineering, and Brian Grant, Dean of Admissions will conduct the search and recommend suitable candidates to Provost Young, who is charged with appointing my successor. Shortly, the committee will call for nominations, and I have asked your Honors Council representatives to seek nominations and input from you about the next Honors director.
· Fundraising Visit: A few weeks ago, I made a visit to a possible large donor, but it is too soon to see if anything will result for either Clarkson or the Honors Program.
· The First Honors Reunion: The first Honors Program will be held next summer on July 10 & 11 and all students as well as alums will be invited to attend. Since our first class graduated in 2000, we will have 11 graduating classes and countless achievements to celebrate.
· Semesterly Appointments: If you haven’t scheduled one this semester, it’s time to do so.

Stay well in these flu-ridden days and, if you do get sick and need help, just let us know.

Somewhat honorably yours,
David Craig


Office Announcements:

Phone-a-thon: We are in the process of scheduling the first phone-a-thon of the semester. If you are able to help us out with this, let Marcy know.

Open House:  The next Open House will be Saturday, November 14.  As always, we are looking for volunteers to help with events throughout the day.  We will need volunteers in the morning when students check-in, for the overview sessions, and in the afternoon while students are doing their interviews as well as answer questions from prospective students and their parents.   You will get service hours to the Honors Program for this!  Please let Marcy, Ellyn or Steven know by Tuesday, November 10 if you want to volunteer.  
Nationalgrid Gift:  The recently announced $350,000 gift to the Honors Program and the Center for Sustainable Energy is designated for undergraduate research. Typically, we have 6 or so sustainable energy projects per summer, and this gift will support these projects in the future and also enable us to devote more resources to Honors research. If you are interested in the press coverage of this announcement, see the following: 
http://www.wwnytv.com/news/local/66123152.html
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20091027/NEWS05/310279963

http://news10now.com/watertown-north-news-1052-content/top_stories/486107/utility-creates-endowment

Honors ProgramThanksgiving Dinner:  The annual Honors Thanksgiving dinner will be Monday, November 23, at 6:00 p.m. in Cheel Barben B-D Rooms.  Please RSVP to Marcy by Friday, November 20 if you plan to attend or not.  We hope to see you there.

Other Honors Fundraising Good News: Thanks to the generosity of your parents, we are very close to raising the $5,000 in new donations to the Honors Program that will bring with it a $5,000 matching gift. As of today, we’ve received $4,725 in donations. Even though donations won’t be matched after $5,000, we will be trying to surpass that total. 

Solstice Party: Our annual holiday party will be held on Thursday, December 3.  For Honors programmers who wish to participate in the larcenous present exchange, here are the ground rules. Bring a present costing no more than $10 and this entitles you to pick a number and participate in the exchange. Numbers run from 1 to 15, and #1s take their present first, #2s can either take a present from a #1 or pick a new present. Obviously, #15s rule, since they can have any present their heart desires.

From the record books:

· The most times a person has had his present stolen: 8 – Professor Peter Freitag, the HP201 professor at the time, is the record holder, because his students wanted to jeer him every time he had to get up in front of everyone to open another present. I think it might have been the shame and humiliation of this that caused him to leave Clarkson.
· The most popular gift of all time: While it’s impossible to verify, I think that it was a set of tools and a toolbox, because it got the biggest gasp ever (how it qualified for the price limit, I don’t know),  and half that year’s attendees gathered around the happy tool recipient at the party’s end.
· The only two alive or potentially alive presents: A goldfish, which was stolen 4 times before it found a home with a particularly kind, but somewhat larcenous Honors sophomore. A chia pet, which was never stolen. 

Student Faculty Mixer Fall 2009: Thanks to Emmeline Kuo and Ruby Fu for organizing today’s successful student/faculty mixer. Among the outcomes, at least one student got a thesis mentor and topic.

Other Announcements: 

There is a spring 2010 program through which you can combine study abroad with a substantive internship with the Washington, D.C. – Sydney, Australia Internship Program.  Admission will be selective, and we particularly invite nominations of, and applications from, honors students.  More information is available online at www.twc.edu/internabroad or by email at Internabroad@twc.edu.  The application deadline has been extended to November 13, 2009. 

The McNair Scholars Summer Research Program is holding an information session on November 11, 5:30-6:30 in New Snell, Room 214.  The application deadline is January 22, 2010.  For information please see www.clarkson.edu/pipeline/programs/mcnair.html or flyer at Honors office.

Service Opportunities and Honors Activities:
Adopt a Highway: The Clarkson School is participating in the Adopt a Highway program, and I believe the fall clean-up will open to Honors students as well for service credit.


