
Clarkson University Policy on Research Involving Animal Subjects

1. Policy

The Clarkson University  Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) has officially adopted the Animal Welfare Act, the Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals and Title 9 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 1:A, subparts 1, 2 and 3. (9CFR1:A subparts 1, 2 and 3).

2. Membership of the University Committee Concerning the Humane Care and Use of Animals in Research

The University shall maintain an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), structured and operating under rules and procedures in accordance with the guidelines put forth in the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. The Provost shall appoint an appropriate Chair of the Animal Care and Use Committee, which will include, at a minimum:

· One qualified Veterinarian licensed to practice in New York State

· One public member to represent general community interests in the proper care and use of animals. Public members should not be laboratory animal users, be affiliated with the institution, or be members of the immediate family of a person who is affiliated with the institution.

· One practicing scientist experienced in research involving animals.

3. Review Criteria

All research or teaching activities involving the use of animals, including field studies, whether funded externally or not, in which Clarkson University is a participant must be initially reviewed by the IACUC. The IACUC will use the PHS guidelines published by the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW), the Animal Welfare Act, and the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (NAP, 1996). Additionally, all personnel involved with live vertebrate animals must present documentary evidence that they have completed appropriate education and certification provided by the University or pertinent agency/professional group(s).

The term “animal” refers to all live, warm and cold-blooded vertebrate animals used for or intended for use in research, research training, teaching, experimentation, biological testing or related purposes. Faculty and principal investigators are responsible for evaluating and justifying to the IACUC the necessity of animal use, investigating alternatives to animal use, avoiding unnecessary duplicative animal use, assuring proper use and care, and keeping adequate records on animal use and care. All animals must be procured through the University’s Animal Use Program.

4. Assurances

Research involving the use of animals in which Clarkson University is a participant requires an Assurance of Compliance to be filed by the institution with OLAW. The Director of the Division of Research is responsible for filing and maintaining this assurance.

5. Review Procedure

IACUC applications for review may be obtained from the Division of Research web site, or in paper form by contacting the Division of Research. The IACUC meets at least once per semester by arrangement with the Director of Research. Clarkson personnel planning to conduct research with animal subjects should contact the Director of Research or the Chair of the IACUC to determine meeting dates and make arrangements for review.
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