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To: 

Research Faculty Community

From:
Greg Slack, Director of Research and Technology Transfer


Subject:  
New NSF Requirement for the Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR)
Date:  

December 23, 2009
Effective January 4th, 2010, a new training requirement in the Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) for NSF-funded undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers will be implemented. This new NSF regulation, as described in the January 2010 NSF Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide, specifically in Part I - Grant Proposal Guide, Chapter II. C.1e and in Part II - Award and Administration Guide, Chapter IV.B,  implements provisions of Section 7009 in the America COMPETES Act. 
Beginning January 4th, 2010, Clarkson University must certify at the time of proposal submission that it has a plan to provide appropriate training and oversight in the responsible and ethical conduct of research to the groups identified above.  Additionally, standard award conditions clearly stipulate that such training must be verified by the institution.   While training plans are not required to be included in proposals submitted to NSF, institutions have been advised that they are subject to review upon request.  
To provide training that is educationally relevant for all research disciplines and ensure verification, the Division of Research (DoR) has secured on-line RCR training called, Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program) by the University of Miami, which provides the following customized courses by discipline:

· Biological/Biomedical Sciences

· Engineering Sciences

· Humanities

· Physical Sciences

· Social Sciences
· Research Administration
All undergraduates, graduate students, and post-docs supported by NSF funds will be required to complete one course within their discipline category. Each course provides case studies and quizzes in the following areas below.  This requirement, along with grant specific mentoring by the PI, and ethics education received through academic curricula, represents Clarkson’s Plan.
· Introduction to RCR

· Authorship and Publication

· Collaborative Research

· Data Acquisition and Management 

· Conflict of Interest

· Mentoring

· Research Misconduct

· Peer Review

As applicable NSF awards are received by the DoR, PIs will be notified on the Notice of Award of this new requirement, including instructions. PIs must also ensure that during the grant period undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral researchers who join their NSF-funded project take the RCR training. Semi-annually, the DoR will conduct reviews of all NSF awards to ensure that all covered individuals have completed RCR training.  
A link for instructions to the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) can be found on the DoR webpage at http://www.clarkson.edu/dor/compliance/index.html under Responsible Conduct of Research.  A link for Clarkson’s RCR Plan is forthcoming. 
If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at gslack@clarkson.edu or at ext. #6475.  

CC: 
George Giordano, Director of Payroll, Purchasing, and Risk Management


Marilyn Ardito, Executive Director of Human Resources 










