Summer 2010 Global Business Programs

Essay Contest 

The goal of the Global Business Programs Essay Contest is to build greater cross-cultural understanding and to learn from the experiences of our Global Business Programs participants. Travelling and studying outside of the United States provides a complex range of feelings and powerful insights into the differences between the cultures of the world. This writing task is an opportunity for you to reflect on and share your international experience and insights. 

First Prize: $250
 
Second Prize: $100

 Third Prize: $50
Eligibility: Undergraduate or graduate student who has participated in a Global Business Program.

Length: No more than five pages typed double-spaced.

Include your name, and email address on the top of the front page. 

Permission Notice:  
Submissions to the “Summer 2010 Global Business Programs Essay Contest ” may be used and/or published, in whole or in part, at the discretion of Clarkson University School of Business. By submitting an essay to this contest, the writer agrees that their essay content and name may be used in this way. 

Due Date: Essays must be submitted to Global Business Programs by 5:00 p.m. Friday, September 3, 2010, or e-mailed to: kjukic@clarkson.edu.  
Awards: Winners will be notified by e-mail and/or phone by September 24th and will be officially announced during the Global Business Programs Fair in early October 2010.
ESSAY TOPIC: 
Please help your fellow students and people in the greater Clarkson community know, feel, and appreciate what it is like to study abroad. We welcome stories concerning events that occurred in a classroom setting or otherwise while participating in a Global Business Program. (Please note that we are not looking for a travel log, diary, or journal of your experiences, but rather a semi-formal/formal piece of writing in essay form

• Unusual encounters. What was one encounter that surprised you while abroad? What were your thoughts and feelings during the encounter? Would things have happened differently in your home country? How and why? 

• Businesses operations. How are businesses run differently as compared to the US? For example, are businesses generally managed within the family and are practices such as gift giving generally accepted? 











     (Continued)
• Business culture. For example, what is considered professional dress? Do corporations provide employee benefits? Is the business structure different? 

• Business industry. Compare and contrast the business operations of a particular industry to that of one in the United States. How are they the same? How are they different? 

• Advice for travelers. If you were going to give advice to an American traveling abroad about how to adjust (eating, traveling, dealing with bureaucracy, meeting people, making friends, etc.) to the culture of the country you studied in, what specific things would you tell him/her to be prepared for and to do? 

• Similarities and differences. Culturally and socially, what things are similar between life at Clarkson and in the country you studied in? What things are different? 

• Culture contrast. Describe encounters that demonstrate contrasting cultural differences between the country you studied in and the U.S. In reflecting on your interactions abroad, give examples of situations in which cross-cultural misunderstandings occurred. What transpired in that encounter that was misunderstood by either party? What insights into their culture did you gain? How would it have been different in the United States? 

• Unique characteristic. Describe a unique cultural or social aspect, event, or practice of the country you studied in. These can be special holidays, festivals, or national events. 

